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Introduction 

This Early Literacy Tutor Training Recipe Book is part of the National Student Support Accelerator’s Professional 

Learning Toolkit for Early Literacy Tutors which consists of the following three sections: 

● A Framework for Professional Learning that describes and provides resources for implementation of 

three recommended modes of professional learning, all with an understanding of and commitment to 

Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education: 

○ Practice-based Formal Learning  

○ Feedback and Individualized Coaching  

○ A Community of Support and Social Learning 

● This Early Literacy Tutor Training Recipe Book equips early literacy tutoring providers and districts that 

are standing up their own tutoring programs with critical ingredients in the four core content areas 

needed to build a strong scope and sequence of training, before tutors are working directly with 

students. 

○ Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

○ Building Relationships with Young Children 

○ How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So 

○ Supporting the Whole Child 

● An Early Literacy Tutor Continuous Learning Resource Bank to support early literacy tutoring providers 

and districts to support ongoing professional learning of tutors, once they have begun instructing 

students. These resources are also organized by the same four core content areas listed above. 

This training recipe book offers: 

● Suggested pre-service learning goals and rationale for why those should be prioritized  

● Concrete, open-source resources an organization could have tutors use to meet those goals 

● Ways organizations might prioritize resources for three different lengths of training time 

All resources included in this recipe book have been made available by organizations as open-source tools, for 

free use by all. We have vetted and selected resources for inclusion because they meet two or more of the 

following criteria: 

● Early literacy tutoring providers or early literacy experts recommend them. 

● They align with an evidence-based, structured literacy approach to language and literacy instruction.  

● They include resources related to important educational needs of the whole child, beyond language and 

literacy, and they are evidence-based and honor the child’s full humanity. 

Where possible, we offer multiple resources for each learning goal from multiple sources and often in multiple 

formats (text, video, infographic). You will need to choose resources that are most appropriate for your tutors, 

given their background knowledge and experience, the communities you serve, and the amount of training time 

you have available. Additionally, you’ll need to provide and train tutors on the instructional materials and 

relationship-building routines they’ll use with students. You can use all of these resources to develop online 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iZUHmpiSrGz1Sy6mhuiPm_wbvb-DdYUPZFRl9PVtE1A/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XQbNDtIrSXpdv-4X1UcjLIcEcS8x7qCgWPLDO25YBnI/edit#bookmark=id.8rh2h76zbe0m
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XQbNDtIrSXpdv-4X1UcjLIcEcS8x7qCgWPLDO25YBnI/edit#bookmark=id.aqoqu7o0gng6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XQbNDtIrSXpdv-4X1UcjLIcEcS8x7qCgWPLDO25YBnI/edit#bookmark=id.otqrocz8uzlf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XQbNDtIrSXpdv-4X1UcjLIcEcS8x7qCgWPLDO25YBnI/edit#bookmark=id.vy2wh6qy3v6v
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cj1bG6h1UL7JRxcCHdw8pWjruj-8iAJUlCyt5wgpL1U/edit
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early literacy pre-service training modules, or you can blend face-to-face and online learning modalities, as you 

prefer.  

We include online courses from the Cox Campus, a free learning portal designed to distill the science of reading 

into actions adults can take when interacting with children. These Cox Campus courses are accredited by the 

International Accreditors for Continuing Education and Training, and if tutors complete them, they will receive a 

certificate that shows their continuing education credit from an IACET accredited provider. Many states and 

school districts require teachers to use IACET CEUs toward license or certification renewal, and some birth 

through pre-K teachers can also apply their certificates for professional development requirements. 

This recipe book does not outline all the topics on which you may need or want to train tutors (e.g., program 

expectations; safety; technology; etc.) but offers guidance on topics specific to teaching early literacy to young 

children in a culturally responsive and sustaining way. Reference the Training & Support section of the 

Accelerator’s Toolkit for Tutoring Programs for guidance on other training topics.  

Finally, we recommend that you determine tutors’ entering knowledge, skill, and mindset and then assess their 

development as they progress through training. By understanding what tutors know when they enter, you can 

adjust the resources and practice you offer them in training. A differentiated training experience will maximize 

their time and model the type of individualized instruction they will strive to provide to students.  

To monitor their learning as training progresses, consider embedding checks for understanding within 

asynchronous online modules and developing criteria to evaluate their practice of instructional routines. The 

language in the suggested learning goals and the information within the resources themselves can be useful to 

you in crafting these. You’ll also need to find or develop organizational systems to track tutors’ progress and 

completion of work.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://studentsupportaccelerator.org/tutoring/tutors/training-support
https://studentsupportaccelerator.org/tutoring/tutors/training-support
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Considerations for the Sequencing of Content Areas 

While research supports prioritizing each of the four core content areas below, the order of the content areas in 

the training sequence depends on a provider’s mission, the profile of their tutors, and the children and 

communities they serve. For example, providers might choose the following order: 

1. Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

2. Building Relationships with Young Children 

3. How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So 

4. Supporting the Whole Child 

Providers that choose this order might do so because they have an equity-grounded mission and have taken and 

reflected upon the Tutor Quality Improvement System, which revealed several areas for growth in tutor 

recruitment and training. For example, providers might realize that incoming tutors need to build or strengthen 

asset-based, productive orientations toward why tutoring is needed in this community and with all the children 

served. Providers know that building these orientations and initial reflective habits in tutors first will influence 

how they take in and make meaning of the information about teaching language and literacy and supporting the 

whole child later. In training, tutors need to begin with self-reflection, a mainstay activity of a tutor who wants 

to build a trusting relationship with a child, particularly one that crosses some line of difference. That self-

reflection will be more effective if it happens through a culturally responsive lens. 

Providers with existing strength in the area of equity may choose that same order, wanting to deepen that 

commitment and/or ensure that every entering class of tutors builds these equity-centered foundations. 

Alternatively, these providers might choose a different order: 

1. How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So  

2. Supporting the Whole Child  

3. Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

4. Building Relationships with Young Children 

Providers that choose this order might do so because they believe their tutors will benefit most from learning 

about literacy goals first, as that is the content area to address a significant area for growth, based on tutors’ 

entering profiles. Providers might choose this order because they have insight into their tutors’ entering 

orientations toward why tutoring is needed in the community, know they are asset-based, and thus believe it’s 

less critical to begin with the goals related to culturally responsive and sustaining education. This may be more 

common for providers that recruit tutors from the communities in which they will tutor. 

There are other ways to order the goals in a training sequence. What matters is that providers use data and/or 

research to inform their choices in an effort to build the most effective training sequence for tutors, so as to 

best prepare them to support all the children they serve. 

  

https://studentsupportaccelerator.com/tqis
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Recommended Training:  Programs with ~32 hours of Training Time 

(recommended minimum) 

Suggested Learning Goals Training Resources 

Content Area: How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. We do so by 
implementing instructional activities, 
interventions, or routines that are built on 
what psychology, linguistics, neuroscience 
and instructional research has taught us 
about how children learn to read and 
write and how adults teach ALL of them to 
do so. The resources in this module will 
support you to: 

1. Describe the components of word 
recognition and language 
comprehension and explain how 
they weave together into skilled 
reading. 

2. Describe what makes instruction 
explicit and systematic and why 
that type of instruction is 
essential in order for all children 
to learn to read the English 
language. 

3. (K-3) Define each of the big five 
areas of reading instruction for 
grades K-3, as determined by the 
National Reading Panel, and 
describe several evidence-based 
strategies for teaching reading 
skills in each area.  
OR  
(PreK) Describe the 11 skills or 
abilities of young children that 
predict later reading, writing, or 
spelling outcomes and describe 
several evidence-based strategies 
for teaching those skills. 

4. Prepare to implement the 
instructional activities, routines, 
or interventions of your program 
and explain how they exemplify 
the principles of evidence-based 
reading instruction. 

5. Explain how assessments allow 
you to monitor student progress 

Schoolkit has developed a Canvas-based Reading Foundational Skills 
Course to support tutors in building knowledge about reading foundational 
skills. The course focuses on the "what" of reading foundational skills, 
including defining the four foundational skills, understanding a scope and 
sequence to learn how they are acquired across the grade levels, and 
beginning to understand what they look like in action as students begin to 
master them. Because this course is meant to serve as a primer for tutors 
to better understand what research tells us about how kids acquire 
reading skills, instructional strategies, assessment, and lesson planning are 
not the focus of this course. The course aligns will help tutors meet 
portions of objectives 1 & 3 and all of objective 2. Specific modules 
include: 

● Module 1: Equity and Foundational Skills (60 minutes) 
● Module 2: Introduction to the Science of Reading (75 minutes) 
● Module 3: Introduction to the Foundational Skills (30 minutes) 
● Module 4: Foundational Skills Part 1: Emergent Skills (15 minutes) 
● Module 5: Foundational Skills Part 2: Phonological & Phonemic 

Awareness (140 minutes) 
● Module 6: Foundational Skills Part 3: Phonics (60 minutes) 
● Module 7: Foundational Skills Part 4: Fluency (70 minutes) 
● Module 8: Performance Task & Additional Resources (60 minutes) 

 
For objectives 1 & 2, choose one resource from those listed below: 

● Amplify’s Center for Early Reading’s Learning to Read, A Primer: Pt 
1 AND Science of Reading, A Primer: Pt 2 are beginner level 
handbooks that break down the many components of how 
children learn to read.  
 
OR 

● TN State Collaborative on Reforming Education’s (SCORE ) The 
Science of Reading is a report sharing problematic misconceptions 
about reading instruction and critical research headlines that 
should inform instructional decision-making. It offers suggestions 
to carve a path forward that leads to the end of the reading crisis 
in Tennessee. Though performance data is specific to TN, the 
report shares information with broad applicability, particularly 
through page 13. 
 
OR 

● Student Achievement Partners’ Early Reading Accelerators Prezi 
and Early Reading Accelerator Slide Summary offer a detailed 
overview (the prezi) and a research recap (the slide summary) of 
two critical pieces in systematic early reading instruction: securing 
foundational skills and building knowledge and vocabulary. These 

https://schoolkitgroup.com/foundational-skills-for-tutors/
https://schoolkitgroup.com/foundational-skills-for-tutors/
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AmplifySOR_Booklet-Primer2_022020.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/collection/9/early-reading-accelerators-k-2
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/CCC%20ERA%20-%20Research%20Recap.pdf
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and determine the specific 
activities, routines or 
interventions within your 
program to deliver to students (or 
the content to plug into those 
routines), so that your tutoring is 
responsive to their demonstrated 
needs. Prepare to administer the 
assessments your program uses. 

6. Describe research-based ways to 
support English Language 
Learners most effectively. 

 

tools offer information about these critical concepts and 
resources to use to turn the ideas into actions. 

 
            OR 

● Deans for Impact’s The Science of Early Learning is a brief 
summarizing existing research related to how young children 
(from birth to age eight) develop skills across three domains: 
agency, literacy, and numeracy. Questions 5-8 are most relevant 
to early literacy tutors. This document is intended to serve as a 
resource to anyone who is interested in our best scientific 
understanding of how young children develop control of their 
own behavior and intentions, how they learn to read and write 
proficiently, and how they develop the ability to think 
mathematically.  
 
OR 

● (PreK only) Cox Campus’ Foundations of Learning to Read is a 4-
hour online course that teaches educators to formulate a three-
part teaching strategy for teaching children specific skills; builds 
understanding of the components of phonological awareness, 
alphabet knowledge, and concepts of prints; and build judgment 
about how to teach those concepts at different development 
stages. 

 
(K-3 only) For objective 3, use all resources listed below, which are sections 
of a National Institute for Literacy’s guide summarizing the findings of the 
National Reading Panel Report and providing analysis and discussion in 
each of the five areas of reading instruction. Each section defines the skill, 
reviews the evidence from research, suggests implications for classroom 
instruction, describes proven strategies for teaching reading skills, and 
addresses frequently raised questions.  

● K-3 Phonemic Awareness Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 1 

● K-3 Phonics Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 2 

● K-3 Fluency Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 3 

● K-3 Vocabulary Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 4 

● K-3 Text Comprehension Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 5 

 
(Pre-K only) For objective 3, use the resources below: 

● Executive Summary: Developing Early Literacy: Report of the 
National Early Literacy Panel is an 11-page summary of the 
findings of the National Early Literacy Panel (NELP). It offers a very 
high-level description of the early literacy skills that are 
precursors to later literacy achievement and the instructional 
practices that enhance those skills.  
 
OR  

● National Center for Family Literacy’s What Works: An 
Introductory Teacher Guide for Early Language and Emergent 

https://deansforimpact.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/The_Science_of_Early_Learning.pdf
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/550c31bcad7c501100f6ee76
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
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Literacy Instruction, a 73-page in-depth guide that describes ways 
educators can use the NELP research effectively for early 
childhood instruction, assessment, choosing curriculum, and 
helping parents better support their young children’s language 
and literacy learning. 
 
AND 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can support 
them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short videos. It 
includes links to additional resources, including those in multiple 
languages. 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Print Awareness Activities 
for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Phonological and 
Phonemic Awareness Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Vocabulary: Activities for 
Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Oral Language 
Comprehension: Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Writing Activities for Your 
Pre-K Child 

AND 
● National Institute for Literacy’s Learning to Talk and Listen: An 

Oral Language Resource for Early Childhood Caregivers is a 20-
page booklet that helps readers learn about the development of 
oral language skills in the preschool years, understand the 
important role that oral language skills play in children’s later 
reading and thinking skills, and find out how to create an 
environment that helps children build strong oral language skills. 

 
For objective 4, use resources that you must provide: 

● The specific instructional activities, routines, or interventions that 
tutors will likely implement with students in the first 2 weeks of 
tutoring 

 
For objective 5, choose resources from below, one of which you must 
provide if your tutors will assess students: 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can support 
them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short videos. It 
includes links to additional resources, including those in multiple 
languages.  

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching 
Reading and Writing: Assessment 

 
OR 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/writing-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/writing-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
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● Cox Campus’ Assessing Our Students is a one and a half hour 
online course that equips learners to outline the big 5 
components of readers, compose a drill down method to identify 
areas of growth for students, and learn to backfill for students 
who need growth.  

○ Cox Campus’ Virtual Assessment Toolkit contains 
downloadable resources connected to the online course, 
including an assessment flowchart, universal screeners, 
and assessments you can deliver to students. 

 
AND 

● The specific assessments that tutors need to administer to 
students in your program (if relevant). 

 
For objective 6, choose resources from set 5: 

● The Meadows Center’s 10 Key Policies and Practices for Teaching 
English Language Learners is a 12-page guide outlining practical 
guidance for educators of English Language Learners. Each 
instructional practice includes a concrete illustration of how an 
educator might apply it. The guide is developed for classroom 
educators and illustrations span K-12 grade levels, but tutors will 
still be able to learn from it. 

● AFT Magazine’s Supporting English Learners’ Oral Language 
Development is an article that describes a framework for oral 
language production; teacher’s moves that encourage productive 
student talk; six guidelines that promote quality language 
interactions; and five pitfalls to avoid in language learning. While 
some of the article’s illustrations feature secondary school 
classrooms, the content is still applicable to tutors teaching 
younger students.  
 

Content Area: Supporting the Whole Child 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. Though most of our 
time and energy goes directly toward this 
aim, we are most effective when we 
realize that literacy skills are a subset of 
the critical skills that children are building 
during the PreK and early elementary 
years. To be primed to do this cognitive 
work, children have other needs that also 
need to be addressed. The resources in 
this module will set you up to: 

1. Describe the critical socio-
emotional and executive 
functioning skills that develop 
across childhood and how they 
can be enhanced 

2. Explain the neurosequential 
model and the basics of how to 

Choose 2-3 resources from below and any specific strategies or routines 
you expect tutors to implement with students: 

● The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning’s 
The CASEL 5 SEL Framework is a 4-page overview of what socio-
emotional learning is and why it matters; definitions of the five 
broad, interrelated areas of SEL competence and examples of 
each, and the settings in which these competencies are enhanced 
for students. 

● PBS Learning Media’s The Neurosequential Model: Stress, 
Trauma, and The Brain is a 7:03 minute video in which Dr. Bruce 
Perry describes his neurosequential model and its significance on 
how we interact with students and each other.   

● Harvard Center for the Developing Child’s Infographic: What is 
Executive Function? And How Does It Relate to Child 
Development? Is a brief infographic that defines executive 
function, explains when it typically develops in children, and 
describes the scaffolding that adults can use to help children 
develop it.  The Center’s Video: How to Build Core Capabilities for 
Life is a 5:34 minute video that explores the development and use 

https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/5d5aa6871b937c002cd4508a/
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/resourcelibrary/detail/5f218293351cc003716622b3/
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage
https://casel.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/CASEL-SEL-Framework-11.2020.pdf
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/video-building-core-capabilities-life/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/video-building-core-capabilities-life/
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use the brain’s “regulate, relate, 
and reason” sequencing to help 
children learn  

3. Use specific strategies to help 
children regulate 

of core capabilities — known as executive function and self-
regulation skills — from early childhood into adolescence and 
adulthood. 

● Deans for Impact’s The Science of Early Learning is a brief 
summarizing existing research related to how young children 
(from birth to age eight) develop skills across three domains: 
agency, literacy, and numeracy. Questions 1-4 are most relevant 
to how children develop important skills that are not directly 
related to literacy but have significant impact on their ability to 
learn to read. This document is intended to serve as a resource to 
anyone who is interested in our best scientific understanding of 
how young children develop control of their own behavior and 
intentions, how they learn to read and write proficiently, and how 
they develop the ability to think mathematically.  

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The videos linked 
below are from this series. Though they feature classroom 
teachers, the practices they highlight can be modified to the early 
literacy tutoring context and include:  

○ Teaching Self-Regulation by Modeling 
○ Demonstrating Self-Regulation with Tone of Voice 
○ Activating the Brain with Movement Breaks 
○ Getting Ready to Learn with Mindfulness 

● (For virtual tutoring contexts) University of Florida’s Virtual 
Teaching Resource Hub offers: 

○ Tips for managing students’ attention and behavior 
during virtual reading instruction 

● The specific strategies your program supports tutors to 
implement to help children regulate 
 

Content Area: Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

Understanding CS-SE: When we become 
tutors, we begin working in (or near) 
public education systems that have the 
responsibility to educate all children. 
Unfortunately, we know that these 
systems do not support all children to 
achieve and thrive to their full potential. 
Culturally Responsive and Sustaining 
Education is a framework that helps us 
take into account the historic and 
contemporary ways that educational 
institutions participate in the production 
of an unequal society where opportunities 
and resources are unevenly distributed 
along the lines of race, socioeconomic 
status, gender and sexual identity, 
language and other socially significant 
identity markers. 
 

READ: Explore Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education as a framework.  
● The New York State Education Department’s Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework is a booklet offering 
a vision and definition of culturally responsive and sustaining 
education, as well as recommendations for how students, 
teachers, school and district leaders, family and community 
leaders, higher education faculty and administrators, and policy 
makers can contribute to a CR-SE environment. We recommend 
the executive summary (p. 3-15) for building understanding of the 
framework. 
 
AND one of the following: 

● In “Yes, but how do we do it?” Practicing Culturally Relevant 

Pedagogy, Gloria Ladson-Billings discusses the components of 

culturally relevant teaching and provides practical examples of 

how teachers might implement it. This 13-page chapter from a 

text is intended for classroom teachers but is instructive for 

tutors. 

https://deansforimpact.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/The_Science_of_Early_Learning.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/video/teaching-self-regulation-modeling
https://www.edutopia.org/video/demonstrating-self-regulation-tone-voice
https://www.edutopia.org/video/activating-brain-movement-breaks
https://www.edutopia.org/video/getting-ready-learn-mindfulness
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
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The resources in this module will support 
tutors to develop as Culturally Responsive-
Sustaining Tutors in the following ways:  

1. Learn the orientations and 
mindsets of culturally responsive-
sustaining educators with a focus 
on examining how those mindsets 
influence the ways educators 
approach two important areas of 
their work -- relationship-building 
with students and families and 
holding high academic 
expectations for students.   

2. Build emerging critical awareness 
of their beliefs and assumptions 
about schooling and the world. 

 
OR 

● Transforming Our Public Schools: A Guide to Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education is a 16-page infographic booklet 

from NYU Metro Center’s Education Justice Research and 

Organizing Collaborative that defines culturally responsive and 

sustaining education and offers illustrations of what it looks like in 

practice. 

 
WATCH: The Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education introductory 
videos contained in this section offer examples to see the model in action. 
Watch either the short or long version of the “Quick Intro on CRE” video, 
both produced by NYC Coalition for Educational Justice. The videos feature 
educators, parents, students, and community activists. 

● A Quick Intro on CRE (short version: 2:09) 
● A Quick Intro on CRE (long version: 7:55) 

 
AND 
Choose at least 1-2 additional videos to “see” CR-SE in action.  

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Raising a Critically 
Conscious Teaching Force (5:51) highlights the work being done to 
build individual and district-wide understandings of race, power, 
and privilege.  

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Practicing 
Culturally Responsive Education (9:57) features current and 
former teachers who share their experience learning and 
practicing culturally responsive education in their classrooms and 
beyond. 

● From Dr. April Baker-Bell, Linguistic Justice: Black Language, 

Literacy, Identity, Pedagogy (4:58) describes a framework and 

pedagogical approach that intentionally and unapologetically 

centers the linguistic, cultural, racial, intellectual, and self-

confidence needs of Black students.  

● From Learning for Justice, second grade classroom teacher (5:07) 
Karen Schreiner, a winner of the Teaching Tolerance award in 
2018, is an anti-bias educator with a firm and vocal commitment 
to racial equality. In her role as a second-grade teacher in a 
majority Latinx school, she developed a literacy-based curriculum 
that strengthens students' social-emotional skills, sharpens their 
sense of fairness and justice, and challenges them to engage in 
purposeful social activism to challenge the status quo and create 
change in their communities.  

○ For more information on Teaching Tolerance and the 
awards process (including past award winners to study 
and learn from) click here.  

 
REFLECT: Reflection questions are critical ways to get learners to process 
their own learning and apply those lessons to their own context. Consider 
offering 3-4 sample reflection questions for reflection after tutors watch 
the videos and engage with the readings.  

● What are your reactions to CR-SE as a model?  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4ZBqEAQXcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhtdcjQtxtw&t=1s
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/TT-2020-Awards-Guidelines-and-Criteria_0.pdf
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● How does this compare to your own school experiences?  
● Where do you see educators leading with a commitment to CR-

SE? How are they... 
○ Maintaining high academic expectations? 
○ Creating a welcoming and affirming environment? 
○ Demonstrating an ongoing commitment to their 

professional learning? 
● What underlying mindsets, beliefs and attitudes do you see 

teachers exhibiting?  
● What can make CR-SE as a pedagogical approach effective in 

improving student outcomes? What can make this approach 
challenging? 

● How can you imagine applying what you’re learning to your 
tutoring context? 

● What concerns / questions do you have? 
 

Reflecting on your own schooling: To 
relate authentically to others, including 
young children, it helps to have insight 
into who we are and the cultural forces 
that have shaped us. Doing so helps us 
develop as Culturally Responsive and 
Sustaining tutors. Once we meet the 
children we will tutor, we can act on a 
humble desire to learn about the cultures 
and contexts in which they are growing up, 
consider the similarities to and differences 
from our own, and discern the 
implications of those for relationship-
building with and academic support for 
students. Before we meet the students 
we’ll tutor, we will use the resources in 
this module to: 

1. Understand the cultures and 
sociopolitical contexts in which 
you were schooled. 

2. Consider the impact of your own 
schooling on your role as a tutor.  

Tutors can explore the social, economic and political forces that shaped 
both their schooling and their decision to become tutors by taking two 
different training modules.  

● Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program 
that gives educators tools they need to assist their learners. 
Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math 
tutoring, the modules below are also relevant to early literacy 
tutors: 

○ What does it mean to be a tutor? (10 minutes) offers 
tutors insights from others about what it means to them 
to be a tutor and prompts them to reflect on what 
motivates them to become a tutor. Key to this module is 
an introduction to the five guiding principles of high 
quality tutors. 

○ Your Education Experience (10 minutes) supports tutors 
to consider how your lived experiences influence how 
you show up in the world and for your students. 
Understanding this helps make it possible for you to 
create a culture of inclusion and equity in your tutorials.  

■ We recommend tutors read the full Jeff Duncan-
Andrade article referenced in the above 
module, rather than relying on the brief excerpt 
included in the module. Find it here: Gangtas, 
Wankstas, and Ridas: defining, developing, and 
supporting effective teachers in urban schools - 
Jeff Duncan-Andrade 

 
AND  
choose at least one video from the set below to supplement the above 
modules. All videos are from the Culturally Responsive Education Hub.  

● Being Culturally Responsive as a White Teacher (3:38) shares a 
teacher’s learning about what it means to be an ally who is 
responsive to community needs and to honor community voices. 

● The Archeology of the Self (3:23) uses an archaeological approach 
to demonstrate to educators of all backgrounds how to do the 

http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc64f1cb208fcc2a572592a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc6514ae4966ba5f554d7e9


Equalizing Access to Quality Tutoring 

 studentsupportaccelerator.org  | 12 
 

“deep work” of excavating their personal histories and activating 
their racial consciousness as a precursor to working with students.  

● Seen in the Classroom (3:14) offers the experience of a teacher of 
color in the classroom, and how race and ethnicity inform the role 
educators play in their students’ lives. 

 
Review + Write: Intentional self-reflection provides an opportunity for 
tutors to deepen their understanding of their own stories by examining 
their experiences with inequity and privilege. Use or adapt the questions in 
the self-reflection exercise linked below to support tutors in creating their 
own archeologies of self.  

● Educational autobiography 
 
Debrief: Debriefing offers an additional opportunity for tutors to process 
their own experiences in comparison to others. It invites opportunities for 
tutors to make connections between their stories and the stories of their 
peers / colleagues, while also providing space to challenge unexamined 
racial and cultural biases. In addition, it provides tutors with an 
opportunity to notice how their biases are connected to larger structures 
of oppression (i.e. white supremacy, anti-Black racism, hetero-patriarchy) 
that manifests in institutional racism.  

● What did you notice as you listened? What stood out to you?  
● How do my experiences compare to the experiences of others? 

○ Where did we see similarities? 
○ Where did we see differences? 

● How does this connect to our work as tutors?  

Content Area: Building Relationships with Young Children 

With greater insight into what has shaped 
us, we can consider the importance of 
relationships as a foundation for learning. 
We will engage with the resources in this 
module in order to: 

1. Explain how neuroscience helps 
us understand the importance to 
their learning of children having 
empathic bonds with adults who 
teach them.  

2. Describe what adults can do to 
build connected, empathic 
relationships with students. 

Choose from 2-3 resources below and any relationship-building activities 
you provide, that tutors will implement with students: 

● PBS Learning Media’s The Power of Connection is a 7:03 minute 
video featuring Dr. Bruce Perry explaining the important role 
relationships have in learning and the practical ways to make true 
empathetic connections to students in academic settings. 

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore how teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The videos linked 
below are from this series. Though they feature classroom 
teachers or school-based staff, the practices they highlight can be 
modified to the early literacy tutoring context and include: 

○ The Power of Relationships (3:41) includes science-based 
explanations of the power of relationships and 
illustrations of relationship-building in practice in 
classrooms. 

○ Making Connections with Greetings (2:44) takes us to 
Van Ness Elementary School and demonstrates the 
power of greetings at the door to begin the day.  

○ Cultivating Trust (3:28) highlights the importance of one-
on-one time with a trusted adult as a key component of 
relationship building. 

● Search Institute’s Five Elements of Developmental Relationships 
Overview Video  is a 2:30 minute video that introduces the five 
elements that the Search Institute’s research has determined are 

https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc5dc51104c7bfa9c3cebf8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bajt32efAOagbcVqo0OTeJQI7p4Q4ssG/view?usp=sharing
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-power-of-connection-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/power-relationships-schools
https://www.edutopia.org/video/making-connections-greetings-door
https://www.edutopia.org/video/cultivating-trust-one-one-time
https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/relationships-matter-the-five-elements-of-developmental-relationships
https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/relationships-matter-the-five-elements-of-developmental-relationships
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critical to strengthening and forming developmental relationships 
that young people need to grow and thrive. Kindergarteners share 
the five elements (express care; challenge growth; provide 
support; share power; expand possibilities) and 20 actions adults 
can take to create lasting developmental relationships.  
Developmental Relationships in Real Life Video is a 5-minute 
video that shows practitioners from five organizations that have 
partnered with Search Institute to implement the elements and 
actions of the developmental relationships framework. The video 
shows how leaders, youth, and practitioners grew as they put the 
practices into action. The Developmental Relationships PDF 
summarizes the five elements and 20 actions adults can take to 
create developmental relationships on a one-page document. 

● (For virtual tutoring contexts) In a blog entry, Dr. Bevin Reinen 
offers 33 adaptable strategies for building relationships with 
students in a K-12 virtual environment. 

● Colorín Colorado offers 8 Strategies for Building Relationships 
with ELLs in Any Learning Environment, a compilation of brief 
videos, tips, and links for additional information.  

● Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program 
that gives educators tools they need to assist their learners. 
Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math 
tutoring, the relationships modules below are also relevant to 
early literacy tutors: 

○ Right Relationships, Part 1 grounds tutors in five key 
beliefs of tutors who will be champions for each student 
they tutor and highlights three relational pitfalls to avoid. 

○ Tools For Tutoring: Relationship Building teaches tutors 
seven practical tools for building strong relationships 
with students. 

● The specific relationship-building tools or routines tutors will 
likely implement with students in the first two weeks  
     

 

  

https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/developmental-relationships-in-real-life
https://www.search-institute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/DevRelationships_framework_english01.pdf
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/building-relationships-ells-distance-learning
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/building-relationships-ells-distance-learning
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Recommended Training: Programs with ~8 hours of Training Time 

For providers with limited training time, we include all content areas and most tutor learning goals, but far fewer 

resources than in the longer training sequences. In conversations with early literacy tutoring providers with 

limited training time, we learned they find tutors to be better prepared if that brief training is wider and less 

deep across content areas, instead of leaving out important training content areas altogether. In this approach, 

providers must fill in additional details across content areas in the continuous development opportunities they 

provide after tutoring begins. We recommend this approach. 

In training, it is important for providers to balance practical with conceptual learning and to anticipate tutors 

may feel they have not had sufficient practice before they begin tutoring. Resources in this sequence are as 

“light-weight” as possible, to help with this dilemma. The practice-based formal learning section of the 

Framework for Professional Learning describes how you can use conceptual resources to unpack instructional 

and relational routines that tutors are preparing to practice. These pedagogies might also help with time binds 

providers face. 

 

Suggested Learning Goals Training Resources 

Content Area: How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. We do so by 
implementing instructional activities, 
interventions, or routines that are built on 
what psychology, linguistics, neuroscience 
and instructional research has taught us 
about how children learn to read and write 
and how adults teach all of them to do so. 
The resources in this module will support 
you to: 

1. Describe the components of word 
recognition and language 
comprehension and explain how 
they weave together into skilled 
reading. 

2. Describe what makes instruction 
explicit and systematic and why 
that type of instruction is essential 
in order for all children to learn to 
read the English language. 

3. (K-3) Define each of the big five 
areas of reading instruction for 
grades K-3, as determined by the 
National Reading Panel, and 
describe several evidence-based 
strategies for teaching reading 
skills in each area.  
OR  

For objectives 1 & 2, choose from one resource from set 1: 
● Amplify’s Center for Early Reading’s Learning to Read, A Primer: 

Pt 1 AND Science of Reading, A Primer: Pt 2 are beginner level 
handbooks that break down the many components of how 
children learn to read.  
 
OR 

● TN State Collaborative on Reforming Education’s (SCORE ) The 
Science of Reading is a report sharing problematic 
misconceptions about reading instruction and critical research 
headlines that should inform instructional decision-making. It 
offers suggestions to carve a path forward that leads to the end 
of the reading crisis in Tennessee. Though performance data is 
specific to TN, the report shares information with broad 
applicability, particularly through page 13. 
 
OR 

● Student Achievement Partners’ Early Reading Accelerators Prezi 
and Early Reading Accelerator Slide Summary offer a detailed 
overview (the prezi) and a research recap (the slide summary) of 
two critical pieces in systematic early reading instruction: 
securing foundational skills and building knowledge and 
vocabulary. These tools offer information about these critical 
concepts and resources to use to turn the ideas into actions. 

 
            OR 

● Deans for Impact’s The Science of Early Learning is a brief 
summarizing existing research related to how young children 
(from birth to age eight) develop skills across three domains: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iZUHmpiSrGz1Sy6mhuiPm_wbvb-DdYUPZFRl9PVtE1A/edit
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AmplifySOR_Booklet-Primer2_022020.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
https://achievethecore.org/collection/9/early-reading-accelerators-k-2
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/CCC%20ERA%20-%20Research%20Recap.pdf
https://deansforimpact.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/The_Science_of_Early_Learning.pdf
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(PreK) Describe the 11 skills or 
abilities of young children that 
predict later reading, writing, or 
spelling outcomes and describe 
several evidence-based strategies. 
for teaching those skills. 

4. Prepare to implement the 
instructional activities, routines, 
or interventions of your program 
and explain how they exemplify 
the principles of evidence-based 
reading instruction. 

5. Explain how assessments allow 
you to monitor student progress 
and determine the specific 
activities, routines or 
interventions within your program 
to deliver to students (or content 
to plug into those routines), so 
that your tutoring is responsive to 
their demonstrated needs. 
Prepare to administer the 
assessments your program uses. 

6. Describe research-based ways to 
support English Language Learners 
most effectively. 

 

agency, literacy, and numeracy. Questions 5-8 are most relevant 
to early literacy tutors. This document is intended to serve as a 
resource to anyone who is interested in our best scientific 
understanding of how young children develop control of their 
own behavior and intentions, how they learn to read and write 
proficiently, and how they develop the ability to think 
mathematically.  

 
(K-3 only) For objective 3, use resource set 2, which are sections of a 
National Institute for Literacy’s guide summarizing the findings of the 
National Reading Panel Report and providing analysis and discussion in 
each of the five areas of reading instruction. Each section defines the skill, 
reviews the evidence from research, suggests implications for classroom 
instruction, describes proven strategies for teaching reading skills, and 
addresses frequently raised questions.  

● K-3 Phonemic Awareness Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 1 

● K-3 Phonics Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 2 

● K-3 Fluency Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 3 

● K-3 Vocabulary Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 4 

● K-3 Text Comprehension Instruction 
○ Put Reading First: Part 5 

 
(Pre-K only) For objective 3, use resource set 2: 

● Executive Summary: Developing Early Literacy: Report of the 
National Early Literacy Panel is an 11-page summary of the 
findings of the National Early Literacy Panel (NELP). It offers a 
very high-level description of the early literacy skills that are 
precursors to later literacy achievement and the instructional 
practices that enhance those skills.  
 
AND 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can 
support them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short 
videos. It includes links to additional resources, including those in 
multiple languages. 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Print Awareness 
Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Phonological and 
Phonemic Awareness Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Vocabulary: Activities for 
Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Oral Language 
Comprehension: Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

 
For objective 4, use resource set 3, which you will provide: 

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
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● The specific instructional activities, routines, or interventions that 
tutors will likely implement with students in the first 2 weeks of 
tutoring 

 
For objective 5, choose resources from set 4, one of which you will 
provide: 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can 
support them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short 
videos. It includes links to additional resources, including those in 
multiple languages.  

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching 
Reading and Writing: Assessment 

● The specific assessments that tutors need to administer to 
students in your program (if relevant). 

 
For objective 6, use this resource: 

● The Meadows Center’s 10 Key Policies and Practices for Teaching 
English Language Learners is a 12-page guide outlining practical 
guidance for educators of English Language Learners. Each 
instructional practice includes a concrete illustration of how an 
educator might apply it. The guide is developed for classroom 
educators and illustrations span K-12 grade levels, but tutors will 
still be able to learn from it. 

Content Area: Supporting the Whole Child 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. Though most of our time 
and energy goes directly toward this aim, 
we are most effective when we realize that 
literacy skills are a subset of the critical 
skills that children are building during the 
PreK and early elementary years. To be 
primed to do this cognitive work, children 
have other needs that also need to be 
addressed. The resources in this module 
will set you up to explain: 

1. The neurosequential model and 
the basics of how to use the 
brain’s “regulate, relate, and 
reason” sequencing to help 
children learn  

2. Use specific strategies to help 
children regulate 

Choose 1-2 resources from below and those you provide: 
● PBS Learning Media’s The Neurosequential Model: Stress, 

Trauma, and The Brain is a 7:03 minute video in which Dr. Bruce 
Perry describes his neurosequential model and its significance on 
how we interact with students and each other.   

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The videos linked 
below are from this series. Though they feature classroom 
teachers, the practices they highlight can be modified to the early 
literacy tutoring context and include:  

○ Teaching Self-Regulation by Modeling 
○ Demonstrating Self-Regulation with Tone of Voice 
○ Activating the Brain with Movement Breaks 
○ Getting Ready to Learn with Mindfulness 

● (For virtual tutoring contexts) University of Florida’s Virtual 
Teaching Resource Hub offers: 

○ Tips for managing students’ attention and behavior 
during virtual reading instruction 

● The specific strategies your program supports tutors to 
implement to help children regulate 

Content Area: Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/teaching-self-regulation-modeling
https://www.edutopia.org/video/demonstrating-self-regulation-tone-voice
https://www.edutopia.org/video/activating-brain-movement-breaks
https://www.edutopia.org/video/getting-ready-learn-mindfulness
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/
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Understanding CR-SE: When we become 
tutors, we begin working in (or near) public 
education systems that have the 
responsibility to educate all children. 
Unfortunately, we know that these systems 
do not support all children to achieve and 
thrive to their full potential. Culturally 
Responsive and Sustaining Education is a 
framework that helps us take into account 
the historic and contemporary ways that 
educational institutions participate in the 
production of an unequal society where 
opportunities and resources are unevenly 
distributed along the lines of race, 
socioeconomic status, gender and sexual 
identity, language and other socially 
significant identity markers. 
 
The resources in this module will support 
tutors to develop as Culturally Responsive-
Sustaining Tutors in the following ways:  

1. Learn the orientations and 
mindsets of culturally responsive-
sustaining educators with a focus 
on examining how those mindsets 
influence the ways educators 
approach two important areas of 
their work -- relationship-building 
with students and families and 
holding high academic 
expectations for students.   

2. Build emerging critical awareness 
of their beliefs and assumptions 
about schooling and the world. 

READ: Explore the Transforming Our Public Schools guide to Culturally 
Responsive-Sustaining Education (CR-SE) which was developed by the NYC 
Culturally Responsive Education Working Group and the Education Justice 
Research and Organizing Collaborative at the NYU Metro Center. Use the 
framework to build your tutors’ orientation to CR-SE.  

● Transforming Our Public Schools: A Guide to Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education is a 16-page infographic booklet 

from NYU Metro Center’s Education Justice Research and 

Organizing Collaborative that defines culturally responsive and 

sustaining education and offers illustrations of what it looks like 

in practice. 

 
AND 

● In “Yes, but how do we do it?” Practicing Culturally Relevant 

Pedagogy, Gloria Ladson-Billings discusses the components of 

culturally relevant teaching and provides practical examples of 

how teachers might implement it. This 13-page chapter from a 

text is intended for classroom teachers but is instructive for 

tutors. 

 
WATCH: The Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education videos contained 
in this section offer examples to see the model in action. Watch the short 
version titled “Quick Intro on CRE” video, produced by NYC Coalition for 
Educational Justice. The video features educators, parents, students, and 
community activists. 

● A Quick Intro on CRE (short version: 2:09) 
 

And  
(Choose one to align with goal 1) 

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Raising a Critically 
Conscious Teaching Force (5:51) highlights the work being done 
to build individual and district-wide understandings of race, 
power, and privilege.  

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Practicing 
Culturally Responsive Education (9:57) features current and 
former teachers who share their experience learning and 
practicing culturally responsive education in their classrooms and 
beyond. 

● From Dr. April Baker-Bell, Linguistic Justice: Black Language, 

Literacy, Identity, Pedagogy (4:58) describes a framework and 

pedagogical approach that intentionally and unapologetically 

centers the linguistic, cultural, racial, intellectual, and self-

confidence needs of Black students.  

● From Learning for Justice, second grade classroom teacher (5:07) 
Karen Schreiner, a winner of the Teaching Tolerance award in 
2018, is an anti-bias educator with a firm and vocal commitment 
to racial equality. In her role as a second-grade teacher in a 
majority Latinx school, she developed a literacy-based curriculum 
that strengthens students' social-emotional skills, sharpens their 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4ZBqEAQXcs
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
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sense of fairness and justice, and challenges them to engage in 
purposeful social activism to challenge the status quo and create 
change in their communities.  

○ For more information on Teaching Tolerance and the 
awards process (including past award winners to study 
and learn from) click here. 

 
REFLECT: Reflection questions are powerful ways to get learners to 
process their own learning and apply those lessons to their own context. 
Consider 3-4 sample reflection questions for reflection while tutors watch 
the videos. 

● What are your reactions to CR-SE as a model?  
● How does this compare to your own school experiences?  
● Where do you see educators leading with a commitment to CR-

SE? How are they... 
○ Maintaining high academic expectations? 
○ Creating a welcoming and affirming environment? 
○ Demonstrating an ongoing commitment to their 

professional learning? 
● What underlying mindsets, beliefs and attitudes do you see 

teachers exhibiting?  
● What can make CR-SE as a pedagogical approach effective in 

improving student outcomes? What can make this approach 
challenging? 

● How can you imagine applying what you’re learning to your 
tutoring context? 

● What concerns / questions do you have? 

Reflecting on Your Own Schooling: To 
relate authentically to others, including 
young children, it helps to have insight into 
who we are and the cultural forces that 
have shaped us. Once we meet the 
children we will tutor, we can act on a 
humble desire to learn about the cultures 
and contexts in which they are growing up, 
consider the similarities to and differences 
from our own, and discern the implications 
of those for relationship-building with and 
academic support for students. Before we 
meet the students we’ll tutor, we will use 
the resources in this module to: 

1. Understand the cultures and 
sociopolitical contexts in which we 
were schooled. 

2. Consider the impact of your own 
schooling on your role as a tutor.  

Watch: Tutors can explore the social, economic and political forces that 
shaped both their schooling and their decision to become tutors by 
completing this module and reading the aligned article.   

● Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program 
that gives educators tools they need to assist their learners. 
Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math 
tutoring, the modules below are also relevant to early literacy 
tutors: 

○ Your Education Experience (10 minutes) supports tutors 
to consider how your lived experiences influence how 
you show up in the world and for your students. 
Understanding this helps make it possible for you to 
create a culture of inclusion and equity in your tutorials.  

■ We recommend tutors read the full Jeff 
Duncan-Andrade article referenced in the 
above module, rather than relying on the brief 
excerpt included in the module. You can find it 
here: Gangtas, Wankstas, and Ridas: defining, 
developing, and supporting effective teachers 
in urban schools - Jeff Duncan-Andrade 

 
 
AND  
choose 1 video to supplement the above modules. All videos are sourced 
from the Culturally Responsive Education Hub. 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/TT-2020-Awards-Guidelines-and-Criteria_0.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
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● Being Culturally Responsive as a White Teacher (3:38) shares a 
teacher’s learning about what it means to be an ally who is 
responsive to community needs and to honor community voices. 

● The Archeology of the Self (3:23) uses an archaeological approach 
to demonstrate to educators of all backgrounds how to do the 
“deep work” of excavating their personal histories and activating 
their racial consciousness as a precursor to working with 
students.  

● Seen in the Classroom (3:14) offers the experience of a teacher of 
color in the classroom, and how race and ethnicity inform the 
role educators play in their students’ lives. 

 
Review + Write: Intentional self-reflection provides an opportunity for 
tutors to deepen their understanding of their own stories, including 
examining their experiences with inequity and privilege. Consider using 
the questions in the self-reflection exercise linked below to support tutors 
in creating their own archeologies of self.  

● Educational autobiography 

Content Area: Building Relationships with Young Children 

With greater insight into what has shaped 
us, we can consider the importance of 
relationships as a foundation for learning. 
We will engage with the resources in this 
module in order to: 

1. Explain how neuroscience helps us 
understand the importance to 
their learning of children having 
empathic bonds with adults who 
teach them  

2. Describe what adults can do to 
build connected, empathic 
relationships with students 

Use the resources below: 
● PBS Learning Media’s The Power of Connection is a 7:03 minute 

video featuring Dr. Bruce Perry explaining the important role 
relationships have in learning and the practical ways to make true 
empathetic connections to students in academic settings. 

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore how teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The video linked 
below is from this series. Though it features classroom teachers 
or school-based staff, the practices they highlight can be 
modified to the early literacy tutoring context: 

○ The Power of Relationships (3:41) includes science-
based explanations of the power of relationships and 
illustrations of relationship-building in practice in 
classrooms. 

● In a blog entry, Dr. Bevin Reinen offers 33 adaptable strategies 
for building relationships with students in a K-12 virtual 
environment. 

 

https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc64f1cb208fcc2a572592a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc6514ae4966ba5f554d7e9
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc5dc51104c7bfa9c3cebf8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bajt32efAOagbcVqo0OTeJQI7p4Q4ssG/view?usp=sharing
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-power-of-connection-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/power-relationships-schools
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
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Recommended Training: Programs with ~72 hours of Training Time 

If your program has the luxury of more training time than the recommended minimum (32 hours), we suggest 

investing the vast majority into having tutors practice, and receive feedback on, the specific instructional 

routines, assessments, and relationship-builders that they will likely implement with students in the first two 

weeks of tutoring. Consider the guidance in the Early Literacy Tutor Professional Learning Framework to 

structure that practice-based learning effectively. If your additional training time is largely asynchronous, 

without the benefit of staff to support practice, we have included additional resources in the first content area 

(Understanding How Children Learn to Read…) that you might offer tutors. 

Suggested Learning Goals Training Resources 

Content Area: How Children Learn to Read and How Adults Teach Them to Do So 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. We do so by 
implementing instructional activities, 
interventions, or routines that are built on 
what psychology, linguistics, neuroscience 
and instructional research has taught us 
about how children learn to read and write 
and how adults teach all of them to do so. 
The resources in this module will support 
you to: 

1. Describe the components of word 
recognition and language 
comprehension and explain how 
they weave together into skilled 
reading. 

2. Describe what makes instruction 
explicit and systematic and why 
that type of instruction is essential 
in order for all children to learn to 
read the English language. 

3. Define each of the big five areas 
of reading instruction for grades 
K-3, as determined by the 
National Reading Panel, and 
describe several evidence-based 
strategies for teaching reading 
skills in each area. 
OR  
(PreK) Describe the 11 skills or 
abilities of young children that 
predict later reading, writing, or 
spelling outcomes and describe 
several evidence-based strategies 
for teaching those skills. 

4. Prepare to implement the 
instructional activities, routines, 

Schoolkit has developed a Canvas-based Reading Foundational Skills 
Course to support tutors in building knowledge about reading 
foundational skills. The course focuses on the "what" of reading 
foundational skills, including defining the four foundational skills, 
understanding a scope and sequence to learn how they are acquired 
across the grade levels, and beginning to understand what they look like 
in action as students begin to master them. Because this course is meant 
to serve as a primer for tutors to better understand what research tells us 
about how kids acquire reading skills, instructional strategies, assessment, 
and lesson planning are not the focus of this course. The course aligns will 
help tutors meet portions of objectives 1 & 3 and all of objective 2. 
Specific modules include: 

● Module 1: Equity and Foundational Skills (60 minutes) 
● Module 2: Introduction to the Science of Reading (75 minutes) 
● Module 3: Introduction to the Foundational Skills (30 minutes) 
● Module 4: Foundational Skills Part 1: Emergent Skills (15 minutes) 
● Module 5: Foundational Skills Part 2: Phonological & Phonemic 

Awareness (140 minutes) 
● Module 6: Foundational Skills Part 3: Phonics (60 minutes) 
● Module 7: Foundational Skills Part 4: Fluency (70 minutes) 
● Module 8: Performance Task & Additional Resources (60 

minutes) 
 
For objectives 1 & 2, choose one resource from set 1: 

● Amplify’s Center for Early Reading’s Learning to Read, A Primer: 
Pt 1 AND Science of Reading, A Primer: Pt 2 are beginner level 
handbooks that break down the many components of how 
children learn to read.  
 
OR 

● TN State Collaborative on Reforming Education’s (SCORE ) The 
Science of Reading is a report sharing problematic 
misconceptions about reading instruction and critical research 
headlines that should inform instructional decision-making. It 
offers suggestions to carve a path forward that leads to the end 
of the reading crisis in Tennessee. Though performance data is 
specific to TN, the report shares information with broad 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iZUHmpiSrGz1Sy6mhuiPm_wbvb-DdYUPZFRl9PVtE1A/edit
https://schoolkitgroup.com/foundational-skills-for-tutors/
https://schoolkitgroup.com/foundational-skills-for-tutors/
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://go.info.amplify.com/hubfs/CFER/Primer/PrimerPt1_LearningToRead.pdf
https://amplify.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/AmplifySOR_Booklet-Primer2_022020.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
https://lifteducationtn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Science-of-Reading-2019.pdf
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or interventions of your program 
and explain how they exemplify 
the principles of evidence-based 
reading instruction. 

5. Explain how assessments allow 
you to monitor student progress 
and determine the specific 
activities, routines or 
interventions within your program 
to deliver to students (or content 
to plug into those routines), so 
that your tutoring is responsive to 
their demonstrated needs. 
Prepare to administer the 
assessments your program uses. 

6. Describe research-based ways to 
support English Language 
Learners most effectively. 

 

applicability, particularly through page 13. 
 
OR 

● Student Achievement Partners’ Early Reading Accelerators Prezi 
and Early Reading Accelerator Slide Summary offer a detailed 
overview (the prezi) and a research recap (the slide summary) of 
two critical pieces in systematic early reading instruction: 
securing foundational skills and building knowledge and 
vocabulary. These tools offer information about these critical 
concepts and resources to use to turn the ideas into actions. 

 
            OR 

● Deans for Impact’s The Science of Early Learning is a brief 
summarizing existing research related to how young children 
(from birth to age eight) develop skills across three domains: 
agency, literacy, and numeracy. Questions 5-8 are most relevant 
to early literacy tutors. This document is intended to serve as a 
resource to anyone who is interested in our best scientific 
understanding of how young children develop control of their 
own behavior and intentions, how they learn to read and write 
proficiently, and how they develop the ability to think 
mathematically.  
 
OR 

● (PreK only) Cox Campus’ Foundations of Learning to Read is a 4-
hour online course that teaches educators to formulate a three-
part teaching strategy for teaching children specific skills; builds 
understanding of the components of phonological awareness, 
alphabet knowledge, and concepts of prints; and build judgment 
about how to teach those concepts at different development 
stages. 
 
OR 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching Reading and 
Writing is an online course that presents some of the core 
information that educators need to help young children learn to 
read and write well and to support the children who struggle. 
Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching Reading and Writing - 
Introduction: How Children Learn to Read offers brief written 
summaries of how word recognition and oral language 
comprehension typically develop over time for children. It also 
provides basic information about dyslexia and dysgraphia and the 
role that executive function has in reading development. 

 
(K-3 only) For objective 3, use resource set 2, which are sections of a 
National Institute for Literacy’s guide summarizing the findings of the 
National Reading Panel Report and providing analysis and discussion in 
each of the five areas of reading instruction. Each section defines the skill, 
reviews the evidence from research, suggests implications for classroom 
instruction, describes proven strategies for teaching reading skills, and 
addresses frequently raised questions.  

● K-3 Phonemic Awareness Instruction 

https://achievethecore.org/collection/9/early-reading-accelerators-k-2
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/CCC%20ERA%20-%20Research%20Recap.pdf
https://deansforimpact.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/The_Science_of_Early_Learning.pdf
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/550c31bcad7c501100f6ee76
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/introduction-how-children-learn-read
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/introduction-how-children-learn-read
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○ Put Reading First: Part 1 
● K-3 Phonics Instruction 

○ Put Reading First: Part 2 
● K-3 Fluency Instruction 

○ Put Reading First: Part 3 
● K-3 Vocabulary Instruction 

○ Put Reading First: Part 4 
● K-3 Text Comprehension Instruction 

○ Put Reading First: Part 5 
 

And also consider resources from set 3 below to deepen K-3 tutor 
knowledge: 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching Reading and 
Writing is an online course that presents some of the core 
information that educators need to help young children learn to 
read and write well and to support the children who struggle. The 
following modules will be useful to tutors and contain a pre-test, 
in-depth information via short explanations and videos, example 
instructional practices, practice assignments to process what you 
are learning, and a post-test. Modules focus on the following big 
five components of literacy (amongst others): 

○ Phonological and Phonemic Awareness 
○ Phonics 
○ Fluency 
○ Vocabulary 
○ Comprehension 

● UnboundED ELA Guide: Building Fluency: Unbound A Guide to 
Grades K-2 ELA Standards is an online guide that defines reading 
fluency and why it matters to overall reading proficiency, offers 
insight into how fluency develops, and provides proven and 
practical activities to build fluency, tied to the Common Core 
State Standards. Though intended for classroom use, it can be 
adapted to the tutoring context. 

● The Meadows Center’s 10 Key Vocabulary Practices for All 
Schools is a brief guide outlining instructional practices supported 
by research to build students’ vocabulary. Though intended for 
classroom use, it can be adapted to the tutoring context. 

● IES/WWC’s Foundational Skills to Support Reading for 
Understanding in Kindergarten through 3rd Grade Practice Guide 
offers educators specific, evidence-based recommendations for 
teaching foundational reading skills to students in Kindergarten 
through 3rd grade. After an introduction, the guide outlines four 
recommendations (pp. 6-37). For each recommendation, the 
guide briefly summarizes the evidence, offers an implementation 
timeline, and explains and illustrates how educators can carry out 
the recommendation.  

● IES/WWC’s Improving Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten 
through 3rd Grade Practice Guide offers educators specific, 
evidence-based recommendations for teaching reading 
comprehension to students in Kindergarten through 3rd grade. 
After an introduction, the guide outlines five recommendations 
(pp. 10-38). For each recommendation, the guide briefly 
summarizes the evidence, explains and illustrates how educators 
can carry out the recommendation, and describes common 

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/PRFbooklet.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-introduction
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/phonics-introduction
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/fluency-introduction
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/vocabulary-introduction
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/comprehension-introduction
https://www.unbounded.org/content_guides/13/building-fluency-unbound-a-guide-to-grades-k-2-ela-standards
https://www.unbounded.org/content_guides/13/building-fluency-unbound-a-guide-to-grades-k-2-ela-standards
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_Vocabulary_WEB.pdf
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_Vocabulary_WEB.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=20
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_040717.pdf#page=20
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
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roadblocks and possible solutions.  
 
(Pre-K only) For objective 3, use resource set 2: 

● Executive Summary: Developing Early Literacy: Report of the 
National Early Literacy Panel is an 11-page summary of the 
findings of the National Early Literacy Panel (NELP). It offers a 
very high-level description of the early literacy skills that are 
precursors to later literacy achievement and the instructional 
practices that enhance those skills.  
 
OR  

● National Center for Family Literacy’s What Works: An 
Introductory Teacher Guide for Early Language and Emergent 
Literacy Instruction, a 73-page in-depth guide that describes ways 
educators can use the NELP research effectively for early 
childhood instruction, assessment, choosing curriculum,and 
helping parents better support their young children’s language 
and literacy learning. 
 
AND 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can support 
them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short videos. It 
includes links to additional resources, including those in multiple 
languages. 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Print Awareness Activities 
for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Phonological and 
Phonemic Awareness Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Vocabulary: Activities for 
Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Oral Language 
Comprehension: Activities for Your Pre-K Child 

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: Writing Activities for Your 
Pre-K Child 

● National Institute for Literacy’s Learning to Talk and Listen: An 
Oral Language Resource for Early Childhood Caregivers is a 20-
page booklet that helps readers learn about the development of 
oral language skills in the preschool years, understand the 
important role that oral language skills play in children’s later 
reading and thinking skills, and find out how to create an 
environment that helps children build strong oral language skills. 

 
And also consider resources from set 3 below to deepen PreK tutor 
knowledge: 

● Cox Campus’ Meaningful Conversations is a 1.5 hour online 
course that prepares learners to apply complex vocabulary in 
conversations in a meaningful way; build connections with 
children and invite them into conversations; and modify the TALK 
strategy to each child’s unique needs. 

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/pubs/documents/NELPSummary.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gYA6-VqtxBHjQ7scrrly4d6W6iUXV9-H/view?usp=sharing
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/print-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/phonological-and-phonemic-awareness-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/vocabulary-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/oral-language-comprehension-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/writing-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101-guide-parents/prek/writing-activities-your-pre-k-child
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/LearningtoTalkandListen.pdf
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/57b767ed61112215368eb1ee
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● Cox Campus’ Transforming Story Time is a 3.5 hour online course 
that prepares learners to read interactively with preschool and 
PreK children; identify a focus book and explain why it should be 
read three times in a week; determine what to focus on during 
each of your three story reads. 

● Cox Campus’ Building World Knowledge is a 3 hour online course 
that will help learners choose REAL Time topics and identify the 
components of informational texts and choose appropriate 
informational texts to use with their children. 

● Cox Campus’ Sharing Ideas Through Writing is a 4 hour online 
course that will help learners describe the different stages of 
emergent writing for children; integrate strategies to support 
children’s writing skill development; and design fun and exciting 
emergent writing activities to do with children. 

 
For objective 4, use resource set 4, which you will provide: 

● The specific instructional activities, routines, or interventions that 
tutors will likely implement with students in the first 2 weeks of 
tutoring 

 
For objective 5, choose resources from set 5, one of which you will 
provide: 

● Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide for Parents is an online 
guide designed to give parents key information about what it 
takes to learn to read and write and how to help children grow as 
readers, writers, and learners. It includes very brief but accurate 
information about how children learn and how adults can support 
them, in very brief paragraphs and bullets and short videos. It 
includes links to additional resources, including those in multiple 
languages.  

○ Reading Rockets’ Reading 101: A Guide to Teaching 
Reading and Writing: Assessment 

● Cox Campus’ Assessing Our Students is a 1.5 hour online course 
that equips learners to outline the big 5 components of readers, 
compose a drill down method to identify areas of growth for 
students, and learn to backfill for students who need growth.  

○ Cox Campus’ Virtual Assessment Toolkit contains 
downloadable resources connected to the online course, 
including an assessment flowchart, universal screeners, 
and assessments you can deliver to students. 

● The specific assessments that tutors need to administer to 
students in your program (if relevant). 

 
For objective 6, choose resources from set 6: 

● The Meadows Center’s 10 Key Policies and Practices for Teaching 
English Language Learners is a 12-page guide outlining practical 
guidance for educators of English Language Learners. Each 
instructional practice includes a concrete illustration of how an 
educator might apply it. The guide is developed for classroom 
educators and illustrations span K-12 grade levels, but tutors will 
still be able to learn from it. 

● AFT Magazine’s Supporting English Learners’ Oral Language 
Development is an article that describes a framework for oral 

https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/57b7680b4b38c51636227e2e
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/554d24dbe6105d1800ef742c/started
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/554d2c851d89c616004eff04
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
https://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101-course/modules/assessment-introduction#fytH1
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/5d5aa6871b937c002cd4508a/
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/resourcelibrary/detail/5f218293351cc003716622b3/
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_ELLs_Web_Rev.pdf
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage
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language production; teacher’s moves that encourage productive 
student talk; six guidelines that promote quality language 
interactions; and five pitfalls to avoid in language learning. While 
some of the article’s illustrations feature secondary school 
classrooms, the content is still applicable to tutors teaching 
younger students.  

● IES/WWW’s Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English 
Learners in Elementary and Middle School offers educators 
specific, evidence-based recommendations for teaching English 
learners in the elementary and middle grades: building their 
English language proficiency while simultaneously building 
literacy, numeracy skills, and content knowledge of social studies 
and science. After an introduction, the guide outlines four 
recommendations (pp. 13-68). For each recommendation, the 
guide briefly summarizes the evidence, explains and illustrates 
how educators can carry out the recommendation, and describes 
common roadblocks and possible solutions.  

● (PreK) Cox Campus’ Supporting Dual Language Learners Right 
from the Start is a 4.5 hour online course that prepares learners 
to describe dual language development, the benefits of 
bilingualism, and the role of first language in DLL’s development; 
identify and explain the six essential ecosystem elements that 
contribute to an ecosystem for dual language learners to thrive; 
design culturally and linguistically responsive learning 
environments for dual language learners; and apply teaching 
practices that specifically support DLLs’ development and build 
their foundation in language and literacy. 
 

Content Area: Supporting the Whole Child 

Our primary responsibility as early literacy 
tutors is to accelerate children’s language 
and literacy skills. Though most of our time 
and energy goes directly toward this aim, 
we are most effective when we realize that 
literacy skills are a subset of the critical 
skills that children are building during the 
PreK and early elementary years. To be 
primed to do this cognitive work, children 
have other needs that also need to be 
addressed. The resources in this module 
will set you up to: 

1. Describe the critical socio-
emotional and executive 
functioning skills that develop 
across childhood and how they 
can be enhanced. 

2. Explain the neurosequential 
model and the basics of how to 
use the brain’s “regulate, relate, 
and reason” sequencing to help 

Choose 2-3 resources from below and those you provide: 
● The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning’s 

The CASEL 5 SEL Framework is a 4-page overview of what socio-
emotional learning is and why it matters; definitions of the five 
broad, interrelated areas of SEL competence and examples of 
each, and the settings in which these competencies are enhanced 
for students. 

● PBS Learning Media’s The Neurosequential Model: Stress, 
Trauma, and The Brain is a 7:03 minute video in which Dr. Bruce 
Perry describes his neurosequential model and its significance on 
how we interact with students and each other.   

● Harvard Center for the Developing Child’s Infographic: What is 
Executive Function? And How Does It Relate to Child 
Development? Is a brief infographic that defines executive 
function, explains when it typically develops in children, and 
describes the scaffolding that adults can use to help children 
develop it.  The Center’s Video: How to Build Core Capabilities for 
Life is a 5:34 minute video that explores the development and 
use of core capabilities — known as executive function and self-
regulation skills — from early childhood into adolescence and 
adulthood. 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/english_learners_pg_040114.pdf#page=20
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/english_learners_pg_040114.pdf#page=20
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/6016ea6358706c0029472c1a
https://www.coxcampus.org/app/courses/6016ea6358706c0029472c1a
https://casel.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/CASEL-SEL-Framework-11.2020.pdf
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-neurosequential-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/video-building-core-capabilities-life/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/video-building-core-capabilities-life/
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children learn.  
3. Use specific strategies to help 

children regulate. 

● Deans for Impact’s The Science of Early Learning is a brief 
summarizing existing research related to how young children 
(from birth to age eight) develop skills across three domains: 
agency, literacy, and numeracy. Questions 1-4 are most relevant 
to how children develop important skills that are not directly 
related to literacy but have significant impact on their ability to 
learn to read. This document is intended to serve as a resource to 
anyone who is interested in our best scientific understanding of 
how young children develop control of their own behavior and 
intentions, how they learn to read and write proficiently, and 
how they develop the ability to think mathematically.  

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore how teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The videos linked 
below are from this series. Though they feature classroom 
teachers, the practices they highlight can be modified to the early 
literacy tutoring context and include:  

○ Teaching Self-Regulation by Modeling 
○ Demonstrating Self-Regulation with Tone of Voice 
○ Activating the Brain with Movement Breaks 
○ Getting Ready to Learn with Mindfulness 

● (For virtual tutoring contexts) University of Florida’s Virtual 
Teaching Resource Hub offers: 

○ Tips for managing students’ attention and behavior 
during virtual reading instruction 

● The specific strategies your program supports tutors to 
implement to help children regulate 

Content Area: Culturally Responsive and Sustaining Education 

Understanding CR-SE: When we become 
tutors, we begin working in (or near) public 
education systems that have the 
responsibility to educate all children. 
Unfortunately, we know that these 
systems do not support all children to 
achieve and thrive to their full potential. 
Culturally Responsive and Sustaining 
Education is a framework that helps us 
take into account the historic and 
contemporary ways that educational 
institutions participate in the production of 
an unequal society where opportunities 
and resources are unevenly distributed 
along the lines of race, socioeconomic 
status, gender and sexual identity, 
language and other socially significant 
identity markers. 
 
The resources in this module will support 
tutors to develop as Culturally Responsive-
Sustaining Tutors in the following ways:  

1. Learn the orientations and 
mindsets of culturally responsive-

READ: Explore Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education as a framework.  
● The New York State Education Department’s Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework is a booklet offering 
a vision and definition of culturally responsive and sustaining 
education, as well as recommendations for how students, 
teachers, school and district leaders, family and community 
leaders, higher education faculty and administrators, and policy 
makers can contribute to a CR-SE environment. We recommend 
the executive summary (p. 3-15) for building understanding of 
the framework. 
 
AND one of the following: 
 

● In “Yes, but how do we do it?” Practicing Culturally Relevant 

Pedagogy, Gloria Ladson-Billings discusses the components of 

culturally relevant teaching and provides practical examples of 

how teachers might implement it. This 13-page chapter from a 

text is intended for classroom teachers but is instructive for 

tutors. 

 
OR 

https://deansforimpact.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/The_Science_of_Early_Learning.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/video/teaching-self-regulation-modeling
https://www.edutopia.org/video/demonstrating-self-regulation-tone-voice
https://www.edutopia.org/video/activating-brain-movement-breaks
https://www.edutopia.org/video/getting-ready-learn-mindfulness
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/crs/culturally-responsive-sustaining-education-framework.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/esed5234-master/37/
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sustaining educators with a focus 
on examining how those mindsets 
influence the ways educators 
approach two important areas of 
their work -- relationship-building 
with students and families and 
holding high academic 
expectations for students.   

2. Build emerging critical awareness 
of their beliefs and assumptions 
about schooling and the world. 

 

● Transforming Our Public Schools: A Guide to Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Education is a 16-page infographic booklet 

from NYU Metro Center’s Education Justice Research and 

Organizing Collaborative that defines culturally responsive and 

sustaining education and offers illustrations of what it looks like 

in practice. 

 
WATCH: The Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education introductory 
videos contained in this section offer examples to see the model in action. 
Watch either the short or long version of the “Quick Intro on CRE” video, 
both produced by NYC Coalition for Educational Justice. The videos feature 
educators, parents, students, and community activists. 

● A Quick Intro on CRE (short version: 2:09) 
● A Quick Intro on CRE (long version: 7:55) 

 
AND 
Choose at least 1-2 additional videos to “see” CR-SE in action.  

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Raising a Critically 
Conscious Teaching Force (5:51) highlights the work being done 
to build individual and district-wide understandings of race, 
power, and privilege.  

● From the Culturally Responsive Education Hub, Practicing 
Culturally Responsive Education (9:57) features current and 
former teachers who share their experience learning and 
practicing culturally responsive education in their classrooms and 
beyond. 

● From Dr. April Baker-Bell, Linguistic Justice: Black Language, 

Literacy, Identity, Pedagogy (4:58) describes a framework and 

pedagogical approach that intentionally and unapologetically 

centers the linguistic, cultural, racial, intellectual, and self-

confidence needs of Black students. 

● From #BlackLangaugeSyllabus, Black Language Education is seen 

as central to educators understanding the beauty, brilliance, and 

resilience of Black Language through Black children and youth 

language practices. Tutors are encouraged to view the Black 

Language + Black Children video and engage with the 

corresponding reflection questions to deepen their practice of 

CR-SE. 

● From Learning for Justice, second grade classroom teacher (5:07) 
Karen Schreiner, a winner of the Teaching Tolerance award in 
2018, is an anti-bias educator with a firm and vocal commitment 
to racial equality. In her role as a second-grade teacher in a 
majority Latinx school, she developed a literacy-based curriculum 
that strengthens students' social-emotional skills, sharpens their 
sense of fairness and justice, and challenges them to engage in 
purposeful social activism to challenge the status quo and create 
change in their communities.  

○ For more information on Teaching Tolerance and the 
awards process (including past award winners to study 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bc5da7c3560c36b7dab1922/t/5ed12955d45eb54e7a0854a3/1590765951611/CEJ_CRSEBook_v7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4ZBqEAQXcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhtdcjQtxtw&t=1s
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5beb53e0562fa7448cf1809a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bf4131670a6ad046bc5388b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmbzPzip4Fs&t=2s
http://www.blacklanguagesyllabus.com/black-language-education.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udBkF-JR47s&t=9s
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and learn from) click here.  
 
REFLECT: Reflection questions are critical ways to get learners to process 
their own learning and apply those lessons to their own context. Consider 
offering 3-4 sample reflection questions for reflection after tutors watch 
the videos and engage with the readings.  

● What are your reactions to CR-SE as a model?  
● How does this compare to your own school experiences?  
● Where do you see educators leading with a commitment to CR-

SE? How are they... 
○ Maintaining high academic expectations? 
○ Creating a welcoming and affirming environment? 
○ Demonstrating an ongoing commitment to their 

professional learning? 
● What underlying mindsets, beliefs and attitudes do you see 

teachers exhibiting?  
● What can make CR-SE as a pedagogical approach effective in 

improving student outcomes? What can make this approach 
challenging? 

● How can you imagine applying what you’re learning to your 
tutoring context? 

● What concerns / questions do you have? 

Reflecting on Your Own Schooling: To 
relate authentically to others, including 
young children, it helps to have insight into 
who we are and the cultural forces that 
have shaped us. Once we meet the 
children we will tutor, we can act on a 
humble desire to learn about the cultures 
and contexts in which they are growing up, 
consider the similarities to and differences 
from our own, and discern the implications 
of those for relationship-building with and 
academic support for students. Before we 
meet the students we’ll tutor, we will use 
the resources in this module to: 

1. Understand the cultures and 
sociopolitical contexts in which 
we were schooled. 

2. Consider the impact of your own 
schooling on your role as a tutor.  
 

Watch: Tutors can explore the social, economic and political forces that 
shaped both their schooling and their decision to become tutors by taking 
two different training modulus.  

● Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program 
that gives educators tools they need to assist their learners. 
Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math 
tutoring, the modules below are also relevant to early literacy 
tutors: 

○ What does it mean to be a tutor? (10 minutes) offers 
tutors insights from others about what it means to them 
to be a tutor and prompts them to reflect on what 
motivates them to become a tutor. Key to this module is 
an introduction to the five guiding principles of high 
quality tutors. 

○ Your Education Experience (10 minutes) supports tutors 
to consider how your lived experiences influence how 
you show up in the world and for your students. 
Understanding this helps make it possible for you to 
create a culture of inclusion and equity in your tutorials.  

■ We recommend tutors read the full Jeff 
Duncan-Andrade article referenced in the 
above module, rather than relying on the brief 
excerpt included in the module. You can find it 
here: Gangtas, Wankstas, and Ridas: defining, 
developing, and supporting effective teachers in 
urban schools - Jeff Duncan-Andrade 

 
 
AND choose at least one video from the set below to supplement the 
above modules. All videos are sourced from the Culturally Responsive 

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/TT-2020-Awards-Guidelines-and-Criteria_0.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
http://iseeed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/JDA.Gangsta.pdf
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Education Hub. 
● Being Culturally Responsive as a White Teacher (3:38) shares a 

teacher’s learning about what it means to be an ally who is 
responsive to community needs and to honor community voices. 

● The Archeology of the Self (3:23) uses an archaeological approach 
to demonstrate to educators of all backgrounds how to do the 
“deep work” of excavating their personal histories and activating 
their racial consciousness as a precursor to working with 
students.  

● Seen in the Classroom (3:14) offers the experience of a teacher of 
color in the classroom, and how race and ethnicity inform the 
role educators play in their students’ lives. 

 
Review + Write: Intentional self-reflection provides an opportunity for 
tutors to deepen their understanding of their own stories by examining 
their experiences with inequity and privilege. Consider using the questions 
in the self-reflection exercise linked below to support tutors in creating 
their own archeologies of self.  

● Educational autobiography 
 
Debrief: Debriefing offers an additional opportunity for tutors to process 
their own experiences in comparison to others. It invites opportunities for 
tutors to make connections between their stories and the stories of their 
peers / colleagues, while also providing space to challenge unexamined 
racial and cultural biases. In addition, it provides tutors with an 
opportunity to notice how their biases are connected to larger structures 
of oppression (i.e. white supremacy, anti-Black racism, hetero-patriarchy) 
that manifests in institutional racism.  
 

● What did you notice as you listened? What stood out to you?  
● How do my experiences compare to the experiences of others? 

○ Where did we see similarities? 
○ Where did we see differences? 

● How does this connect to our work as tutors?  

Content Area: Building Relationships with Young Children 

With greater insight into what has shaped 
us, we can consider the importance of 
relationships as a foundation for learning. 
We will engage with the resources in this 
module in order to: 

1. Explain how neuroscience helps 
us understand the importance to 
their learning of children having 
empathic bonds with adults who 
teach them.  

2. Describe and practice what adults 
can do to build connected, 
empathic relationships with 
students. 

Choose from 2-3 resources below and any relationship-building activities 
you provide, that tutors will implement with students:: 

● PBS Learning Media’s The Power of Connection is a 7:03 minute 
video featuring Dr. Bruce Perry explaining the important role 
relationships have in learning and the practical ways to make true 
empathetic connections to students in academic settings. 

● Edutopia has developed a series of videos called How Learning 
Happens, which explore how teaching practices grounded in the 
science of learning and human development. The videos linked 
below are from this series. Though they feature classroom 
teachers or school-based staff, the practices they highlight can be 
modified to the early literacy tutoring context and include: 

○ The Power of Relationships (3:41) includes science-based 
explanations of the power of relationships and 
illustrations of relationship-building in practice in 

https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc64f1cb208fcc2a572592a
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc6514ae4966ba5f554d7e9
https://crehub.org/stories#page-5bc5dc51104c7bfa9c3cebf8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bajt32efAOagbcVqo0OTeJQI7p4Q4ssG/view?usp=sharing
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-power-of-connection-video/stress-trauma-and-the-brain-insights-for-educators-thinktv-cet/
https://www.edutopia.org/video/power-relationships-schools
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classrooms. 
○ Making Connections with Greetings (2:44) takes us to 

Van Ness Elementary School and demonstrates the 
power of greetings at the door to begin the day. 

○ Cultivating Trust (3:28) highlights the importance of one-
on-one time with a trusted adult as a key component of 
relationship building. 

● Search Institute’s Five Elements of Developmental Relationships 
Overview Video  is a 2:30 minute video that introduces the five 
elements that the Search Institute’s research has determined are 
critical to strengthening and forming developmental relationships 
that young people need to grow and thrive. Kindergarteners 
share the five elements (express care; challenge growth; provide 
support; share power; expand possibilities) and 20 actions adults 
can take to create lasting developmental relationships.  
Developmental Relationships in Real Life Video is a 5-minute 
video that shows practitioners from five organizations that have 
partnered with Search Institute to implement the elements and 
actions of the developmental relationships framework. The video 
shows how leaders, youth, and practitioners grew as they put the 
practices into action. The Developmental Relationships PDF 
summarizes the five elements and 20 actions adults can take to 
create developmental relationships on a one-page document. 

● In a blog entry, Dr. Bevin Reinen offers 33 adaptable strategies 
for building relationships with students in a K-12 virtual 
environment. 

● Colorín Colorado offers 8 Strategies for Building Relationships 
with ELLs in Any Learning Environment, a compilation of brief 
videos, tips, and links for additional information.  

● Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program 
that gives educators tools they need to assist their learners. 
Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math 
tutoring, the relationships modules below are also relevant to 
early literacy tutors: 

○ Right Relationships, Part 1 grounds tutors in five key 
beliefs of tutors who will be champions for each student 
they tutor and highlights three relational pitfalls to 
avoid. 

○ Tools For Tutoring: Relationship Building teaches tutors 
seven practical tools for building strong relationships 
with students. 

● The specific relationship-building tools or routines tutors will 
likely implement with students in the first two weeks  
     

 

 

 

  

https://www.edutopia.org/video/making-connections-greetings-door
https://www.edutopia.org/video/cultivating-trust-one-one-time
https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/relationships-matter-the-five-elements-of-developmental-relationships
https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/relationships-matter-the-five-elements-of-developmental-relationships
https://searchinstitute.org/resources-hub/developmental-relationships-in-real-life
https://www.search-institute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/DevRelationships_framework_english01.pdf
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
http://teachtrainlove.com/virtual-learning-33-ways-to-build-relationships/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/building-relationships-ells-distance-learning
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/building-relationships-ells-distance-learning
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Appendix: Considerations For and How to Access Saga Coach 
 
Saga Coach is an online evidence-based tutor training program that gives educators tools they need to assist 
their learners. Developed by Saga Education, a leader in high-impact math tutoring, the portal is designed so 
that tutors can work at their own pace and, like all resources included in this tool, it is free of charge.  

Providers weighing whether to have early literacy tutors use Saga Coach should consider: 

● The Accelerator is recommending most, but not all, of the Saga Coach modules, based on our 
assessment of the relevance of the content to an early literacy tutor audience and the practical strength 
of the principles included. 

● However, content in these modules is almost always illustrated with secondary math examples or 
secondary student scenarios, and tutors are asked to apply principles they learn to secondary practice 
examples. We recommend these modules because we find the content valuable and relevant to early 
literacy. You will need to determine whether the time investment is worth it in light of the mismatch of 
content area illustrations and practice. 

● Tutors must complete Saga Coach modules in the order they are presented. Access to the next module is 
granted only when a tutor completes the previous module. Providers can advise tutors simply to move 
quickly through modules they do not want tutors to take (e.g., fast forwarding videos, writing one-word 
answers, etc.). Alternatively, providers can reach out to Saga Coach directly if interested in building a 
custom progression with only those modules they want tutors to take. This comes at cost. 

 

To access Saga Coach, tutors must create a free account at: https://www.sagaeducation.org/sagacoach 
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