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OSSE High-Impact Tutoring (HIT) Initiative 

• The HIT Initiative is a three-year, $33 million, K-12 investment in scaling and supporting 
High Impact Tutoring (HIT) across the District of Columbia in Mathematics and English 
Language Arts.

• Focusing on at risk students, schools in which 40 percent or more of students are 
identified as “at risk” were eligible for services.

• Grant funding was awarded directly to tutoring providers to conduct tutoring programs 
in collaboration with eligible schools across the District and at community-based 
locations.

• OSEE also funded 10 school-based HIT managers in DCPS middle schools as well as 
tutoring “design sprints” and communities of practice conducted by CityTutor DC.

• The program was piloted in 2021-22, and fully rolled out in 2022-23.
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Program Overview



OSSE grantees were expected to follow high-impact tutoring 
guidelines
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Participation in High-Impact Tutoring



5,135 students received OSSE-supported HIT during the 2022-23 
school year

6

Number of Students Served by Provider

The number of students 
tutored by provider ranged 

from 726 (City Year) to 19 (Boys 
and Girls Club). DCPS middle 
schools with HIT managers 

served 833 students.



Focusing resources resulted in at-risk students being more likely to 
participate in tutoring
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Tutoring Participation by At-Risk Status



OSSE HIT Initiative schools had larger proportions of students of 
color, at-risk students, and students below proficiency
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Demographic Comparison of HIT Initiative Schools vs. Non- 

HIT Initiative Schools

Compared to DC students overall, 
students who attended tutoring 

were much more likely to be 
identified as economically 

disadvantaged, have scored lower on 
the prior-year PARCC assessments, 
and be Black or African American. 



The OSSE HIT Initiative increased access to tutoring in high poverty 
areas
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High-Impact Tutoring and School 
Attendance



School attendance and student participation in the OSSE HIT 
Initiative are correlated

Difference in Attendance Rate for Students Who Participated in OSSE HIT Tutoring 

By Number of Sessions

Overall 1 -5 

Sessions

6-10 

Sessions

11-20 

Sessions

21-30 

Sessions

31-40 

Sessions

 41/50 

Sessions

51+ 

Sessions 

1.8*** 0.0 * 1.0 * 1.6  *** 2.2 *** 2.2 ** 4.8 *** 6.1 ***

Note: + p<0.10, * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001

Models are restricted to schools that offer OSSE-funded tutoring. All models controlled for demographic characteristics, 

prior year test scores, and prior year attendance, and include fixed effects for student grade level.   

Students participating in the OSSE HIT Initiative have 1.8 percentage points higher attendance, on 

average. Attendance rates are positively correlated with the number of HIT sessions students attend.



Does having a tutoring session scheduled increase the likelihood 
students show up for school?

• Isolating the impact of scheduled high-impact tutoring sessions on absenteeism
o Using detailed session and school attendance data

o Within-student analysis

o Accounting for confounding factors like the month, day of the week, and date



Students were more likely to attend school on days they have 
tutoring sessions scheduled
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Probability of Attending School 

When a Tutoring Session is 

Scheduled vs Not Scheduled

Students were 1.2-pp more 
likely to attend school on days 
when tutoring sessions were 
scheduled – a 6.9% increase



The impact of schedule tutoring sessions on attendance was 
largest for middle schoolers
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Probability of Attending School 

When a Tutoring Session is 

Scheduled vs Not Scheduled

Middle schoolers were 1.8-pp 
more likely to attend school on 

days when tutoring sessions 
were scheduled – an 11.4% 

increase



The impact of schedule tutoring sessions on attendance was 
largest for the most absent students
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Probability of Attending School 

When a Tutoring Session is 

Scheduled vs Not Scheduled

Students who attended less 
than 70% of school the year 

prior were 2.6-pp more likely 
to attend school on days when 

tutoring sessions were 
scheduled – a 7.3% increase



studentsupportaccelerator.org 16

Key Takeaways



Key Takeaways

The OSSE High Impact Tutoring Initiative's first year of implementation represents a 
significant stride towards educational equity and increased engagement for students:

• The Initiative increased access to high-impact tutoring in DC.

• The HIT Initiative focused on students with the highest level of need.

• High-impact tutoring increases student engagement: Students were less likely to 
be absent on days when they had a scheduled tutoring session.
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Thank you!


