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Research suggests tutoring can dramatically 
accelerate student learning…
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Can high-dosage tutoring be effective as it is delivered at large 
scale? 

1

Are there lower-cost ways to deliver high-dosage tutoring?2

…but we need to learn more if we want students to 
catch up from pandemic-induced learning loss.
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Goal of the Personalized 
Learning Initiative 
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Help districts scale effective 
personalized instruction to as many 
students as possible.

How do we do that?
● Help districts design and test lower-cost 

versions of tutoring 
● Measure what versions of tutoring work 

best for which students
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Chicago, IL

Greenville, SC
Fulton County, GA

Miami-Dade, FL

New Mexico

Winston-Salem, NC
Guilford County, NC

SY 23-24 
Partner
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Accelerate

Rocketship 
Charter Schools

SY 22-23, 23-24 
Partner

SY 21-22, 22-23, 
23-24 Partner



Still early, but findings across two districts from 
SY22-23 consistent with large increases in learning in 
one year
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Pooled findings from Chicago PS and Fulton County Schools  in 2022-23 (N=1,540)
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Average US high school student 
gains ~0.15 standard deviations 
per year (Reardon)



Preliminary findings suggestive of large effects in math 

9

Initial analysis suggests stronger impacts for math than ELA - possibly due to differentiated 
instruction available to control students  in ELA grades compared with math, possibly because of 
differences in amount of tutoring received
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By way of comparison: 
avg. effect of Saga 
tutoring in Chicago was 
0.28 SD 



During the school day, with scheduled and protected time1

Key Takeaways: Tutoring Can Work at Scale Under 
Certain Conditions
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3

2 Trained and supported tutors

Structured curriculum (not “ad hoc” or “homework help”)



Thank You
Jonathan Guryan, j-guryan@northwestern.edu
Learn more at educationlab.uchicago.edu
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